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American Academy of Nursing Commends U.S. Supreme Court 
Decision on Same-Sex Marriage 

 
Washington, D.C. (June 26, 2015) – The American Academy of Nursing commends the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, which allows same-sex couples in all states to be married. This ruling marks a 
high point for the nation, as marriage between two individuals is now seen as a fundamental right, regardless of 
sexual orientation.  
 
As nurse leaders, the Academy is committed to ensuring the health and well-being of our fellow citizens, regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender identity. Today’s decision aligns with the Academy’s mission of promoting diversity 
and eliminating health disparities across the nation. 
 
The Academy was pleased to work with the organization GLMA: Health Professionals Advancing LGBT Equality on 
submitting an amicus brief before the Court for this case, in which it stressed that “sexual orientation is an innate 
human characteristic that deserves the full protection of the law.” 
 
The Supreme Court ruling today requires states to lawfully issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples, and also 
requires states to honor same-sex marriage licenses that are lawfully granted out-of-state. Prior to the Court’s 
decision, states could discriminate against same-sex couples who wished to be lawfully married and some states 
banned same-sex marriage.  
 
As a result, many same-sex couples were legally married in one state, only to find themselves moving to another 
state where their marriage license was not legally recognized and without spousal benefits, such as health 
insurance coverage for spouses. 
 
The Academy’s 2012 statement on “Support for Marriage Equality” asserts its position that marriage equality will 
contribute to achieving access to high-quality, comprehensive, culturally sensitive, dignified and respectful health 
care for all persons.  
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About the American Academy of Nursing  
 
The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) serves the public and the nursing profession by advancing 
health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and dissemination of nursing knowledge. The 
Academy's more than 2,300 fellows are nursing's most accomplished leaders in education, management, practice, 
and research. They have been recognized for their extraordinary contributions to nursing and health care. 
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